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welve people in- 
cluding four 
DMCWers were 
arrested at the No- 


B vmber 16° “Stop the Oc- 


cupation — Bring the Guard 


BP Home!” rally. Both Carla 


Dawson and Jane Magers 
unintentionally “crossed the 


line” and were arrested. 


Carla was cuffed and lead 
away after helping an eld- 
erly protestor walk from 
the roadway to the marked 
‘free speech” zone. 

The peaceful, nonviolent 
gathering was met with a 
double row of 38 Polk 
County Sheriffs, half in full 
riot gear. Their obvious in- 
timidation tactics to our ex- 
ercising our free speech 
rights was lost on the Rag- 
ing Grannies, pictured 
above. They performed 
some anti-war songs for the 
group of over 70 people. 

Eleven of the twelve ar- 


rested were charged with 
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criminal trespass with one 
of the group receiving a 
more serious charge. They 
were released after spend- 
ing a night in jail.Below is 
the statement read before 
the crossing: 

Dear Citizen Soldiers and 
your Commanders: 

We are here today to of- 
fer a solution and nonvio- 
lently occupy the STARC 
Armory’s space. We feel that 
your comrades who are out 
of the state, participating in 
the occupation of Iraq are in 
violation of all civil laws 
against humanity and should 
be called back. Our hope is 
peace, our prayers are to 
end the occupation now! 

If the war with Iraq was 
immoral, unjust and illegal, 
the occupation of Iraq is 
equally immoral, unjust and 
illegal. It has led to the loss 
of our precious young 
people and to the loss of 
countless more young and 


1 RAGING GRANNIES: From left to right: Jane Magers, Sherry Hutchison, Maggie Rawland, Diana Woodall, Laurie Jones, Willa Tharp, Mary Beth Gardam protest at STARC Armory. 


Guard, dubbed the Iowa 
Pentagon building, our own 


old people in Iraq. Its mis- 
use of our country’s human 
and financial resources isex- complicity as Iowans in this 
hausting the wealth of our occupation comes home. 

KG The Iowa National 


nation, forc- 


ing closures Guard was cre- 


and cut- ated to protect 
backs of ser- Our hope is peace, and serve the citi- 
vices while | Our prayers are to zens of our state. 
the military end the occupation We cannot stand 
budget goes now! silent as it is di- 
wildly un- verted to a war 
checked. and occupation 

Here at which are against 


international, human and 


the STARC Armory, the 


headquarters of the Iowa divine law. 
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lLine crossing leads to twelve arrests at STARC Armory 


We call on all members of 
the Guard to examine your 
consciences and to inform 
yourselves of the realities of 
this occupation. There are 
resources available to you if 
you choose to refuse to serve 
in this war and occupation. 
We offer you our help and 
solidarity in this regard. 

Today our hopes and 
prayers are with you and 
your families and the people 
of Iraq. 


Fran Fuller 
Community Member 


Ed Bloomer, age 56, Des Moines 


Willing to 
cross 


Frank Cordaro, age 52, Des Moines 
Elton Davis, age 41, Des Moines 
Carla Dawson, age 38, Des Moines 


Chris Gaunt, age 47, Grinnell 


the line 


Rita Hohenshell, age 78, Des Moines 


Sherry Hutchison, age 84, Des Moines 


The following people were 
arrested on November 16 
after crossing the line 
at STARC Armory in Johnston: 


Josh Plank, age 22, UNI / Cedar Falls 
Jane Magers, age 71, Des Moines 
Wendy Vasquez, age 51, Des Moines 
Jesse Wozinac, age 21, UNI/ Cedar Falls 


Stephanie Smelser, age 20, UNI / Cedar Falls 


——_ 
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Who We ae 


The Des Moines Catholic 
Worker Community, 
founded in 1976, is a 

response to the Gospel call 

to compassionate action as 
summarized by the 
Catholic Worker tradition. 
We are committed to a 
simple, nonviolent lifestyle 
as we live and work among 
the poor. We directly 
serve others by opening 
our home for those in 
need of food, clothing, 
bedding, a shower, or a 
cup of coffee and conyer- 
sation. We also engage in 
activities that foster social 
justice. 


Locations 


Bishop Dingman House 
1310 7th St. 
515-243-0765 
Community Members: 
Elton Davis 

Jerry Dermody 

Bill and Jack Petsche 
Claire Quiner 

Norman Searah 

Msgr. Ligutti House 
1301 8th St. 
515-282-0583 
Community Members: 
Mike and Fran Fuller 
Kari Giltner 

Yusupha Sanneh 
Lazarus House 

1317 8th St. 
$15-246-1499 
Community members: 
Ed Bloomer 

The Dawson family: 
Carla, Julius, Joshua, Jordan 
Jackie Robinson 

Irving Schroeder 


Phil Berrigan 
Peacemaking House 
713 Indiana Ave. 
515-282-4781 

Frank Cordaro 
cordaro@mchsi.com 
Enrique Cruz Garcia 
The Chiapas Project 
Chiapas, Mexico 
Richard Flamer 
flamerrichard@hotmail.co’ 


OPINION 


When I began my career 
with the Catholic Worker at 
St. Joseph’s house of hospital- 
ity in New York City, it was 
1975 and I was a 19-year-old 
college dropout. The books 
we prayed from were old and 
battered with not much more 
nostalgia than when we wore 
other people’s cast off jeans or 
when we fed ourselves and 
our guests from what we 
could glean from boxes of dis- 
carded vegetables kept in a 
cardboard box in the office. 

Also in that box was a bat- 
tered and dog-eared copy of 
Easy Essays by Peter Maurin. 
Peter, as we called him famil- 
iarly despite his having been 
dead more than 25 years, was 
cofounder of the Catholic 
Worker with Dorothy Day 
and the movement’s intellec- 
tual author according to Day. 

In a self-proclaimed anar- 
chist community we had few 
rules, but one that I remem- 
ber was the definite prohibi- 
tion never to remove Easy Es- 
says from that box! It was a 
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rare and priceless artifact, the 
only copy in the house, one 
of few, so far as we knew, in 
existence anywhere. It was 
the copy from which the edi- 
tors of the Catholic Worker 
newspaper chose the essays 
that were reprinted in most 
issues of the paper. 

Peter’s essays are a literary 
form unto themselves, a free 
verse sort of synthesis of 
Peter’s many years of study, 
an eclectic mix in which 
Lenin is quoted as freely as 
Pope Leo XIII and where the 
economics of St. Francis and 
of the early Irish monks are 
considered along with those 
of Adam Smith. 

Peter was born a French 
peasant, educated by the 
Christian Brothers, left the 
church for the radical move- 
ments of his day and returned 
to the church after immigrat- 
ing (illegally) to America. 

In his essays, Peter encour- 
aged communities on the 
land where positive steps 


away from a centralized in- 


Witnessing for peace 
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Maurin’s Easy Essays worth revisitin 


dustrial economy and to 
wards a “Green Revolution,” 
a more humane, decentral- 
ized agriculture and 
handcraft based economy, 
would happen. For much of 
the movement’s history, it has 
not been only the rural aspect 
of the Catholic Worker that 
has been neglected, but 
Peter’s vision in general has 
been depreciated. 

Recently, this has been 
changing. Not only are there 
more serious rural experi- 
ments going now than ever, 
but urban Catholic Workers 
are also looking deeper, pay- 
ing more attention to the 
roots and causes of poverty, 
seeking more to find change 
in an unjust system, rather 
than simply caring for those 
harmed by that 
system’s inequities and cru- 
elty. 

Not all in the Catholic 
Worker welcome this chang- 


most 


ing emphasis, Some even see 
in it an erosion of values and 


would call us back to a golden 
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with nonviolent direct with he 
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Iowa Peace Netwo 


peace and justice organi 
tion affiliated with! 
Brethren, Quaker, Unil 
Methodist and Mennoni 
churches, has’a coordina 


Coming Son 


Please join our weekly bible study 
led by Brian Terrell. We meet every 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the 
Dingman House. The lectionary 
reading for the upcoming Sunday 
service is discussed. 


Every Friday evening, you are 
invited to a “Friday Liturgy.” 
The liturgy is held at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Dingman House 1310 7th 
St. Celebrate the eucharist and 
spend time with friends! 


position open. 
Direct inquiries to: 
Russ Leckband 
1916 Bear Greek Rol 
Earlham, Iowa 50072. 
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isiting Community News 


I hope this article finds everyone doing well. We at the DMCW have been very busy. With the 
“Shrub” waging war, there is less money to go for social services. As we all know, the children and 
the poor are hurt the most by the costs it takes to wage war. I hope that everyone is praying for a 
swift end to theoccupation in Iraq. I pray that the people all over the world will learn that peace 
is the only way for our world to have a chance to continue. 

Thanks to all the groups who bring dinner and | for the people who remember us in times of joy 


and sorrow. Your support warms our hearts and helps us remember 


got to mention she speaks 
All of 
Claire’s hard work is paying 


Spanish fluently. 


off. She has been accepted 
to Alverno College in Mil- 
waukee, WI. She will start 
there in January. She will be 
truly missed. 

Norman has been work- 
ing at the Interstate Rest 
Area, doing the prison van 
ministry through Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 
picking up food donations 
from DMARC and also pick- 
ing up produce donations 
from Capital City Fruit. He 
also puts in many hours or- 
ganizing the basement dona- 
tion area, no easy task. 

Jerry has been a little un- 
der the weather. He is start- 
ing to feel better but has no- 
ticeably slowed down. Keep 
him in your prayers. 

Bill Petsche is still the 
greatest dishwasher I’ve 
seen. He is a wonderful fa- 
ther and a great friend. We 
are truly blessed to have him 
and his son, Jack, living with 
us. Bill is living his life as an 
example to Jack and others. 
He is also great for a joke. 
He has excitability that is 
contagious. Jack has just fin- 
ished up the football season 
and now is starting wrestling. 


Peace, Carla 


He isa very nice young man 
and is very helpful at the 
Worker. 
going up and down the stairs 
Bill and 
Jack are a much needed ad- 


He doesn’t mind 
for us older folks. 


dition to our community. 
Fran and Mike are plan- 
ning to move to the country 
in January. They have been 
thinking along the lines of 
Peter Maurin and getting 
back to the land. They have 
been a blessing to the 
Worker, Fran for her day-to- 
day presence and Mike for his 
willingness to meet people 
Mike Fuller 
is also appreciated for his 
chess playing and his gentle 
giant presence. Keep them 


on their level. 


in your prayers as they con- 
tinue on their journey to 
make the world better. God 
bless Fran and Mike; may 
your dream become a reality. 

Eddie has been having 
problems with his feet, but 
we think we are on the road 
to solving his problem. He 
has been working himself 
really hard. Eddie is plan- 
ning to visit his mom and sis- 
ter for Thanksgiving. He 
surely deserves a vacation. If 
you wonder why the floors 
are so clean, you have Eddie 
to thank. He is also back to 
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walking to the post office 


daily to pick up the mail, 
Eddie gives the Energizer 
Bunny a run for his money. 

Jackie has been busy 
learning her new job at 
Drake. She loves working 
with the college students. 
Jackie also has been busy 
with her granddaughter. She 
is in a much better frame of 
mind. She has been watch- 
ing Josh and Jordan while 
I’mat school on Monday and 
Tuesday nights. I don’t know 
what I would do without her 
help. 

Ted and Graham 
blessed us with their pres- 
ence for a weekend visit. 
Thank you, Don and Den- 
nis, for your hospitality in 
having the DMCW out for 
a bonfire and hayrack ride. 
We are planning another 
soon. 

Julius has really settled 
into his second year of col- 
lege. I think he is applying 
himself more. He has been 
spending some weekends 
visiting his grandmother. 


Worker Spotlight 


Edward Bloomer 


Walter Bloomer. 

Eddie has been at the DM Catholic Worker ten years. He 
is a never-slowing or tiring presence in our community. Work- 
ing everyday and going out of his way to comfort, clothe and 
feed our guests. He is a true example of a Catholic Worker, 


Eddie, B-Bop, Eddie B from Kokamokee, or just B — these 
are just.a very few names you can hear one call our Edward 


It’s hard to describe Eddie in only a couple of paragraphs, 
but he is our very own saint with a few earthly qualities we 
won't go into but to say, “Eddie may like beans, but they don’t 
like him!” 

Eddie is a blessing to each and every person he comes in 
contact with. Thanking the Lord for our Eddie is part of my 


daily a i Jackie Robinson 


Community Member 


Enrique has been 
helping out around 
the House. He is 
also taking classes at 
DMACC. He is 
helping Fr. Kevin 
at 
Visitation Church. 
He is a very nice 


Cameron 


young man. Itis 


great to see 


him 
reaching 
for his 


dreams. 


It’s great to see them con- 
necting, 

Josh is back with us from 
Scattergood. He is now at- 
tending Bridges at Central 
Campus. We hope he will be 
accepted back at Scattergood 
next year, 

Jordan is really getting 
into 7* grade. He is seeing 
that applying yourself has 
positive outcomes. 

Irving has been doing tons 
of laundry. The need for 
clean towels has greatly in- 
creased. 

I would like to thank all of 
the college and high school 
students who come and bless 
us with their energy and par- 
ticipation at different levels: 
the Iowa State University, 
Simpson College, 
CornellCollege students and 
the high school students from 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Valley 
and Dowling Catholic. 

Thank you, we are blessed 
to know you. 


and 


Carla Dawson 
Community Member 


Interested in 
communal 
farming? 


Mike and Fran Fuller of 
the DM Catholic Worker 
have just purchased an 
acreage near Corning in 
SW lowa. If you'd be in- 
terested in starting a ru- 
ral Catholic Worker, con- 
tact Fran at 
franciefuller@msn.com 
or 515-282-0583 or 1301 
8th Street, Des Moines, 
TA, 50314. 
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It was an interesting gath- 
ering of the “tribe” at Sugar 
Creek this year. Diverse 
communities serving a vari- 
ety of populations gathered 
for the Midwest Catholic 
Worker Gathering at the 
Sugar Creek Retreat Center 
just north of Dewitt, Iowa. 

The annual retreat gives 
Worker community mem- 
bers throughout the Midwest 
a time to focus on the mean- 
ing behind the lifestyle. Be- 
sides good fellowship, there 
were workshops on several 
topics of general concern to 


TRANSITIONS PERSONAL AND COMMUNAL, INTO 
BERRIGAN DMCW HOUSE, IN AN ADVENT SORT 


A big thank you goes out 
to all the folks who have 
shown me their love, under- 
standing and support over the 
last few months. My leave 
from active priestly ministry 
has had its emotional ups and 
downs. Without my loving 
and supportive family and 
friends, this transition would 
be much more difficult. In 
many ways | feel like a fish out 
of water. My biggest personal 
challenged is reinventing my 
self-identity beyond my be- 
ing a priest. 

lam moving into our re- 
cently acquired house at 713 
Indiana which we bought 
back about a year and a half 
ago. 
We initially dedicated the 
house to the Chiapas Project 
for a Hispanic focus and min- 
istry. Now that this has not 
materialized, I entertained 
the thought of moving into 
the house myself. I brought 
up the idea to the community 
and got their approval for the 
new venture. 

My idea is to start a resis- 
tance community within the 


estStance retreat 


larger DMCW community. 
This house will be financially 
independent of the other 
three DMCW houses. Resi- 
dents of this new house will 
continue to be members of 
the on-site DACW commu- 
nity, attending community 
meetings, taking shifts for 
hospitality and being part of 
the decision-making, respon- 
sibility-taking effort that 
keeps the DMCW going. 
They will have a more fo- 
cused identity of peacemak- 
ing and nonviolent resistance 
to war. 

The new household will be 
responsible for organizing the 
two annual DMCW resis- 
tance events in Omaha: the 
Aug 6 - 9 Vigil at Offutt AFB 
and the Feast of the Holy In- 
nocents Retreat and Line 
Crossing at Offutt AFB. We 
will also take the lead in the 
DMCW community for the 
local anti-war, anti-occupa- 
tion campaigns of Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. 

We started to think about 
what name we might give our 
new house. The name Phil 


Berrigan kept coming to 
mind. I wrote to Liz 
McAllister of Jonah House, 
Phil’s widow, and asked if we 
could use Phil’s name for our 
new DMCW house. Liz gra- 


yur community. Among the 
many things that we will need 
to cover in their absence is 
the editorship of the Via Pacis 
which Fran has done so well 
these last three years. 
Claire 


ciously gave 
her ap- ee | Quiner has 
proval. been with 


After I 
decided to 
move, Fran 
and Mike 
Fuller and 
Claire 


If you were ever thinking 
about joining a Catholic 
Worker community, now 
would be a good time to 
check us out. Timing is so 
important in these matters. 


our commu- 
nity for about 
the same 
amount of 
time as Mike 
and Fran. 


Quiner an- —_hi— She is also 
nounced leaving us in 


they are moving out of the 
DMCW community this 
coming January. Losing these 
three good people will be a 
big blow to our community. 

Fran and Mike Fuller have 
felt a strong urge to explore 
the rural, back-to-the-land 
vision of the Catholic Worker 
movement. They bought a 
house with some land just 
outside of Corning Iowa, 100 
miles SW of Des Moines. For 
the last three years, Fran and 
Mike have been a very big 
part of the everyday life of 


...coming this Spring 


News flash from the Sugar Creek gathering: DMCW to host March 12 - 14 
Resistance Retreat in Omaha. 

The Des Moines Catholic Workers were chosen to host the 2nd Annual Regional 
Catholic Worker Resistance Weekend Retreat and Witness in Omaha, NE, March 12 
-14. Last year’s Regional CW Resistance weekend was in St. Louis. 

The focus of the direct action and witness of the retreat will be Offutt AFB and 
the STRATCOM Headquarters; 

Place and program for the Retreat has yet to be determined. Please mark the 
dates in your calendar and plan to attend. For more information and updates on the 
gathering, contact Frank Cordaro at cordaro@mcehsi.com or 515-282-4781. 


January. Claire came to us 
her senior year in high school. 
She graduated a semester 
early and has divided her time 
between living with us at the 
DMCW, going to DMACC 
and being in Chiapas, 
Mexico, living and working 
with Mayan Indians. Claire is 
moving to Milwaukee, WI to 
attend Alverno College. Her 
stay with us has been wonder- 
ful and we wish her the best. 

Replacing Fran, Mike and 
Claire will not be easy, tran- 
sitions rarely are. They often 


U.S. Air Force F-84 


4211 Grand Ave. 


“They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares.” 


% inch “plowshare” pin- 
forged from the metal of a 


Thunderjet Fighter plane 


- $10 suggested donation 
(special rates for church and peace groups) 
Catholic Peace Ministry 


Des Moines, [A 50312 
(515)255-8114 or b.d.terrell@2 


Catholic Workers. 

And of course the am 
“talent” competition was 
highlight of the week 
Despite the rain, most ald 
communities present fiel 
a team to demonstrate iq 
ous talents of commu 
members. There wasalit 
good music, and some gt 
skits. 

It was sad to see the wa 
end draw to a close andi 
farewell to newfound fra 
and old acquaintances. 
Elton Davis 
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Workers support Immigrant Freedom Ride at Capitol 


Standing together in soli- 
darity with other lowa-based 
religious, labor, peace and 
justice groups, members of 
the DMCW community ral- 
lied at the lowa State Capitol 
in support of the 2003 Im- 
migrant Workers Freedom 
Ride. 

In a remarkable display of 
unity, DMCWers Elton Davis 
and Ed Bloomer and Bob 
Wright joined with Iowa 
Governor and First LadyTom 
and Christie Vilsack and hun- 
dreds of fellow Iowans on 
Sunday, September 28, 2003, 
to demonstrate their com- 
bined opposition to the cal- 


lous, hostile and discrimina- 


tory practices of the Bush 
administration’s immigration 
policy towards undocu- 
mented workers and their 
families in this country. 

The two busloads of Free- 
dom Riders which stopped in 
Des Moines were part of a 
national cavalcade of dozens 
of buses carrying hundreds of 
immigrants and their sup- 
porters to over 100 stops 
within the United States. 

Originating in major west- 
ern, midwestern and south- 
ern cities, Freedom Riders 
traveled nearly 20,000 miles 
before ending their long 
journey in Washington, D.C. 


There they lobbied mem- 
bers of Congress to formu- 
late and implement a radi- 
cally new immigration policy 
intended to legalize all immi- 
grant workers currently in 
the country; protect workers 
and civil rights and to reunite 
families of immigrant work- 
ers. 

Included among the major 
sponsors of the Freedom 
Ride was the Laborers’ Inter- 
national Union of North 
America, one of the most ar- 
dent advocates of reforming 
current immigration policy. 

The Freedom Riders 
themselves carried a huge 
LIUNA banner demanding 


justice for all immigrant 
workers and a number of 
LIUNA Local Union #177 
Officers, Members and Retir- 
ees joined with the 
DMCWers at the rally. 

As if to add his personal 
blessings to the efforts of the 
Immigrant Workers Freedom 
Ride, a letter from St. James 
was presented as the Second 
Reading in all Masses cel- 
ebrated on this particular Su- 
nday, saying in part: 

“Come now, you rich, 
weep and wail over your im- 
Be- 
hold, the wages you withheld 


pending miseries...... 


from the workers who har- 
vested your fields are crying 


aloud; and the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts...” 
The words of St. James could 
well serve as a stern and pro- 
phetic condemnation of those 
employers who oppress, ha- 
rass and violate the rights of 
undocumented workers in 
this country. 

His words, in addition, 
could serve as a timely me- 
morial to the eleven immi- 
grants who were found dead 
in a railcar in Denison, Iowa, 
last fall, each of whom were 
also remembered in a special 
tribute during the rally. 


Robert G.Wright 
DMCW Volunteer 


25th annual Holy Innocents retreat and witness at STRATCOM 


The Des Moines Catholic 
Worker community invites 
you to join us for the 25th 
Annual Feast of the Holy In- 
nocents Retreat, Witness & 
Line Crossing at the 
STRATCOM & SPACE 
COMMAND Headquarters 
December 26 - 28, 2003. 

Offutt Air Force Base 
(AFB) has served as the home 
of our nation’s nuclear weap- 
ons targeting and command 
headquarters for over 50 
years, formerly called the 
Strategic Air Command, now 
known as Strategic Com- 
mand (STRATCOM). 

While there are no nuclear 
weapons stationed at Offutt 
AFB, STRATCOM is the op- 


erational command center 


for all land, air and sea stra- 
tegic nuclear weapons sys- 
tems. No nuclear missile silo, 
Trident submarine or B52 
bomber moves without 
STRATCOM’s approval. 
Offutt AFB holds the rest of 
the world under a threat of 
global nuclear annihilation 
every day, every hour, every 
minute of the year. 

We invite you to come and 
celebrate the full and often 
ignored meaning of the 
Christmas story. Using the 
Gospel of Mathew’s infant 
narrative, we will connect the 
dots between King Herod’s 
killing of the innocent chil- 
dren in Bethlehem, the deeds 
of modern day Herods and 
the USA Empire that sup- 


ports them in their killing 
ways. STRATCOM Head- 
quarters plays a central and 
demonic role. 

Come and help us expose, 
confront and convert our 
country’s God-awful nuclear 
weapon’s operational head- 
quarters and War in Space 
Command through this 
prayerful three-day retreat 
and witness. 

This year’s retreat will be 
hosted in the basement of St. 
John’s Church on Creighton 
University campus at 2500 
California Plaza, Omaha NE. 

This year’s retreat is also co- 
sponsored by the Spirit of 
Peace Community. Spirit of 
Peace is a faith-based, inten- 
tional peace and justice com- 


munity of Creighton Univer- 
sity students living together 
off campus. Their mailing ad- 
dress is 3218 and 3212 
Webster St, Omaha NE 
68131, ph: 402- 991-4586. 

The Retreat begins at 7 
p-m.Dec, 26 with a Christ- 
mas party. On Sat., Dec. 27, 
we will drive to Offutt AFB 
for a brief prayer service and 
reading of St. Mathew’s infant 
narrative. 

Nonviolence training and 
community building will also 
take place on Saturday, 

The retreat will end with a 
vigil and line crossing at 
Offutt AFB Sunday, Decem- 
ber 28. 

Frank Cordaro 
Community member 


What? 


25th Annual Feast of 
the Holy Innocents 


Retreat 
When? 


December 26 - 28, 2003 


To expose, confront 
and convert our 
country’s nuclear 
weapons operational 
headquarters 


Frank Cordaro, DMCW, 


at cordaro@mchsi.com 
or 515-243-0765 
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Couple honored for work as Korean missionaries 


In 1980, when we returned 
from six years of serving as 
Presbyterian missionaries in 
South Korea, our Korean 
friends asked us to bring back 
an urgent message to the U.S. 
They asked us to urge U.S. 
citizens to demand that our 
government stop their sup- 
port of the brutal dictatorship 
in their country and save the 
life the leader of the demo- 
cratic movement, Kim Dae 
Jung, who had been impris- 
oned and sentenced to death. 
Due to the long suffering of 
the Korean people, Jung, sup- 
ported by people who he 
saved, became President of the 
country in 1998 and received 
the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
“sunshine policy” toward 
North Korea. 

Return to the Mission 

On September 22, 2003, 
we returned to South Korea 
as a part of a group of nearly 
50 people from around the 
world who were honored for 
our support of the South Ko- 
rean people in their struggle 
for human rights and democ- 
racy during the ’70s and ’80s. 
We found a very different 
Korea than the one we left, 
one that has become a very 
prosperous, mature democ- 
racy. Once more they sent us 
home with an urgent mes- 
sage. 

Everywhere we went we 
heard people _ saying, 
“America, do not make us 
send our young Korean men 
to Iraq to be killed.” President 
Bush has asked the Korean 
government to send thou- 
sands of combat troops to Iraq 
to support or replace U.S. 
troops. The Korean people 
do not want this, but feel that 


the Bush administration has 
many ways of forcing the gov- 
ernment to do their bidding. 
South Korea has sent a small 
group of medical troops and 
engineers*and some Koreans 
oppose even that involve- 
ment. 

Anti-war Rally, Vigil 

On October 27, we partici- 
pated in an anti-war rally in 


Seoul, one of many held iu 


around the world. The focus 


of the rally was opposition to 


the demand by the U.S. gov- 


ernment to send Korean com- | © 


bat troops to Iraq. Thousands | 
attended the rally and speak- “ 


ers ranged from elementary 
school students to clergy 
dressed in traditional Korean 
clothing. 

In the evening, we partici- 
pated in a candlelight vigil 
outside the American Em- 
bassy. The vigil, called a 
“Candle Strike” by the Kore- 
ans, has taken place 301 times 
in recent months and is a de- 
mand for justice related to the 
case of two ULS. military per- 
sonnel who ran over two Ko- 
rean school children with a 
military vehicle. The Korean 
people demanded that the 
men be turned over to the 
Korean courts for trial. This 
was denied. The men were 
tried in a U.S. military court 
and acquitted in spite of the 
fact that witnesses said that the 
men appeared to deliberately 
run the girls down. 

Embassy Now Closed 

Since this incident, the U.S. 
embassy is guarded day and 
night by hundreds of Korean 
anti-riot police. Speakers at 
the“ Candle Strike” compared 
the ULS. to the Roman Empire 
with South Korea being one of 


of two Misstoenaries 


oe e ae 


Bill and Jean Basinger made another trip to South Korea in 2003. South Korea sent a 


message back to the U.S. saying “The only way to reunification is peace.” 


its colonies. 
North vs. South 
‘ Many people ask us what 
the South Korean people 
think about North Korea. 
They tell us that they under- 
stand that when the North 
Korean President used 
nuclear weapons as a threat, 
he is doing so because he be- 
lieves it is the only card he has 
to play. No one can get in to 
check if North Korea is de- 
veloping nuclear weapons or 
what their capabilities are. 
The U.S. has used the same 
technique to spread the idea 
that North Korea has weap- 
ons of mass destruction as it 
did in Iraq. First, someone 
says that Korea may have a 
nuclear weapon that can 
reach California. The Kore- 
ans make it clear that it is the 
Bush policy of a preemptive 
strike that they fear, not the 
North Koreans. 
Peace Team Visits DSM 

When the peace team from 
Korea visited Des Moines this 
summer, they outlined what 


the South Korean people 
want in regard to North Ko- 
rea. People told us, “Bush has 
not done one helpful thing in 
relationship to North Korea.” 

At a reception given for us 
at the Blue House (the South 
Korean White House) by the 
new leader of South Korea, 
President Roh Muu Hyun, he 
said, “People sometimes 
asked why former President 
Kim Dae Jung spoke more 
about peace than he did about 
reunification. This is because 
he believes that peace is the 
only way to reunification. We 
must not use violence to 
achieve reunification, only 
peace, and peace takes time.” 

Embracing Peace 

We saw so many signs that 
indicate that the South Korea 
people truly embrace this 
idea that peace is the only way 
to reunification. Commer- 
cial air travel between the 
two countries began recently. 
We visited the new railway 
station just south of the DMZ 
and saw the railroad tracks 


When Presbyterian missionaries Jean and Bill Basinger 
and their family left Seoul, South Korea, in the summer 
of 1980, they knew that they were on the “black list” of 
the South Korean dictatorship of General Chun Doo 
Whan. They had no idea when, or if, they would ever be 
able to return. Now they have been invited to come to 
Seoul to be honored by the Korea Democracy Founda- 
tion for their support of South Koreans who were in- 
volved in the struggle for human rights and democracy 


in the 1970s and 1980s. 


Ironically, many of those who will welcome them back 


which will connect Seoul, not 
only to stops in North Korea, 
but will also be the last link 
in the transcontinental rail- 
way which ends in Lisbon, 
Portugal. The architecture of 
the railway station is designed 
to represent two parts of a 
whole coming together. Ban- 
ners decorating light poles 
along Korea’s streets and 
highways show a map of the 
two countries as one. South 
Koreans speak of their broth- 
ers and sisters in the North 
with great longing to inter- 
act with them. 

So once more we are 
bringing Americans a mes- 
sage from South Korea. Their 
message is, “America, do not 
make us send our young Ko- 
rean men to be killed in Iraq.’ 
They ask that we respect and 
support their belief that the 
only way to reunification is 
peace. 


Jean and Bill Basinger 
— long time DMCW supportes 


were in prison, in exile, or in hiding during the years 
when South Korea struggled under a series of U.S. sup- 
ported dictators. The members of the Korea Democracy 
Foundation are putting together a museum to remem- 
ber this dark period of their history, but due to the cen- 
sorship during this period, they have had to ask people 
like the Basingers to bring back papers, documents, pho- 
tos, etc. which they were able to get out of the country. 
South Korea is now a mature democracy. 


Jean and Bill will be happy to share their experiences 


515-277-6296. 


with any one who is interested. Their phone number is 
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Nov. 2003 —via pacis — faehind the Scenes of 


Left to right: Berdean Beardsley, 
Fran Fuller, Merna Schwalbe. 

Berdean and Merna recently 
delivered 19 handmade quilts 
plus many winter articles to the 
DM Catholic Worker. This was in 
response to an article by Kari 
Giltner last year in the Catholic 
Mirror on her visit to a “tent city” 
in Des Moines and the needs she 
discovered there. 


At that time, Berdean was 
fighting colon cancer and vowed 
that if she could regain her 
strength, she would organize her 
Jriends and sew some quilts to help 
out these folks. Well, that’s exactly 
what happened! Thanks to 
Berdean and her friends in the 
Grand River, IA, area, many folks 
in need are enjoying a nice warm 
quilt. 


One house shows two 


sides of God’s grace 


There are few places in so- 
ciety that reflect drastic dif- 
ferences in humanity. 

At the Des Moines Catho- 
lic Worker House, volun- 
teers and community mem- 
bers personify generosity, 
selflessness and compassion. 
Visitors who depend on the 
House for food and shelter 
often represent hopeless, a 
call for change, and the 
dismissiveness of society. It’s 
rare to find these extremes 
under one roof. 

As an eager college stu- 
dent on the verge of “real 
life,” mixed emotions flood 
over me when [ stand in the 
tiny kitchen amid this highly 
organized machine of give 
and take, watching examples 
of God’s grace and socicty’s 
harshness whirl around, 
each feeding off of the other. 

As coffee gets poured, 
hands get warmed, and 
stomachs get filled, the sense 
of family which radiates 
from the house is over- 
whelming. There is a sense 
of camaraderie between 
guests who laugh like old 
friends as they share stories. 

As they gather together 
for food and conversation, 
they manage to forget the 

cruelty of the rest of their 


existence. 


By interacting with the 
volunteers who give and the 
guests who receive, I have 
developed a much greater 
sense of what the phrase 
“thank-you” can mean when 
the gift is something that de- 
termines life or death. 

My brief time at the 
DMCW has helped me to 
better understand God’s bal- 
ance in this world. 

Without suffering, there 
would be no chance for gen- 
erosity to grow in the heart 
of the blessed. Without 
need, there would be no real 
grasp of appreciation or the 
kindness of others. 

I hate to imagine that 
people suffer just to teach 
others a lesson, but the death 
of Jesus indicates that God 
will go to extreme measures 
to teach His children how to 
love unconditionally . 

I knew I wanted to help at 
the Dingman house to make 
a difference in someone’s 
life, but little did I know that 
it would be my own life that 
would be forever changed by 
the experience. By observ- 
ing the actions of those who 
have nothing, I’ve come to 


realize how meaningless it 


can be to-have everything. 


JessicaVon Ahsen 


Via Pacis Layout Intern 


Normans Whereabouts 


I’m writing this article 
on the bank of the Missis- 
sippi River across from the 
town of Nauvoo, IL, where 
the Mormons first lived. 
As I understand the story, 
their leaving was because 
of their faith. They crossed 
over the icy Mississippi 
River in the middle of win- 
ter. They left completely 
built stores, homes, barns, 
everything. They took 
what they could use. They 
crossed over that frozen 
river to the small town of 
Montrose, IA. They tray- 
eled through Iowa looking 
for a new place they could 
call home. They settled in 
Salt Lake City. If I'm 
wrong about something, 
I'm sorry. 

As to why I'm here, I just 
dropped off the last of 
three women at a prison 
farm so she can spend 
some time visiting her hus- 
band. The one before her 
spent some time with a 
loved one at the prison in 
Fort Madison. The one 
before both of these two, | 
took to in Mount Pleasant 
to visit a loved one. 

It’s been a good trip. 
Most of the traffic from 
Des Moines to lowa City 
was from football fans go- 
ing to a Hawkeye game. So 
that means that the trip 
back to Des Moines from 


lowa City will be either fast 


or slow depending on how 
the game goes. 

Whenever I drop people 
off at the prison in Fort Madi- 
son, I spend time at a park 
along the Mississippi River 
watching the traffic on the 
river, watching trains pass by 
and counting the rail cars. | 
often take walks around the 
park or into town. Once in 
awhile, I'll drive what was 
once the Catholic Worker in 
Fort Madison. It was run by 
Emma Cornelus. I spent 
some time with her at that 
Worker. 

Over the years, ever since 
I first walked into the Mus- 
tard Seed in Worchester, MA, 
I’ve spent time in a lot of 
Catholic Workers from both 
sides of this country: from 
Mary House and Joseph 
House in NYC to the LA 
Catholic Worker; from Clare 
House in Bloomington, IL, to 
the Worker in St. Louis; from 
Haley House in Boston to Via 
House in Baltimore and other 
Worker Houses. 

Speaking of the Catholic 
Worker, I've been doing alot 
of work around the commu- 
nity. | pick up a lot of food 
twice a week. I do a lot of 
work on the basement and in 
our front room which is our 
give-away room and our 
clinic. | also do yard work. 

I also take people to 
Anamosa so they can spend 
some time with loved ones in 


jail. Anamosa is where Grant 
Wood was born, Grant 
Wood and Norman Rockwell 
are my two favorite painters. 

I’m still working at the in- 
terstate rest areas in Waukee, 
IA, This year I grew toma- 
toes, peppers, beets and on- 
ions. I tried growing lettuce. 
I’m learning a lot about my 
boss, Bo, and the Wild Rose 
contracting company along 
with the DOT. 

I’m still working on my 
diabetes by watching what I 
eat and drink, doing exercises 
as I work, taking care and 
working on things that pop 
up, talking to others about 
the disease and that they 
ought to get a blood test. I 
haven't spent any time with 
my support group nor have I 
spent time with the buffaloes 
at the Neal Smith National 
Wildlife Refuge. It’s a great 
place to see what was before 
we built farms, towns and cit- 
ies. 

Pm still on probation and 
I'm still keeping my promise 
not to protest. But I can 
speak out: Put an end to war, 
hate, and religious crusades. 
One more thing before I 
close. 1 thank you all that 
came to Sugar Creek and I 
thank you all for letting me 
be myself and thank you all 


for being yourselves, 


Norman Searah 


Community Member 


Left to Right: Roy Rahm, George Houk and Joe Garvey (not pictured) are also known as the 
“St. Pius Guys.” These men from St. Pius X Catholic Church in Des Moines have been 
providing a monthly meal to the DMCW for so long that no one knows exactly when it 
started. We do know it’s been over 20 years! Thanks St. Pius Guys for your faithfulness. 
You’ve made a big difference to a lot of hungry folks. 
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PRAYERS RENQVATION 


Vidas ween, Ligutti House needs exterior 
nothing else ye 
painting, windows and base- 
matters. 
ment waterproofing. Lazarus 
House needs a new roof and 
basement renovation, Dingman 
MONEY House needs an updated 
It’s expensive to kitchen, All three houses need 
maintain three old fire escapes and have electrical 
houses. Since we're not and plumbing needs. So 
a non-profit organiza- carpenters, plumbers and 
tion, we don’t get a electricians who can do the 
break on property project themselves, or fund it, 
taxes. Cash donations are needed, 
are always needed. 


SUPPLIES 


We can always use canned and dry goods as 
well as toiletries, especially coffee, 100% 
juice, cereal, canned fruit, vegetables, 
beans, soup and stews, disposable razors, 
shaving cream, shampoo, soap, deodorant, 
toilet paper, tissue, paper towels, maxi- 

pads and tampons. 


VOLUNTEERS 


We are looking for individuals or work 
crews to help with maintenance and 
general cleaning. People are welcome to 
come help around the house, with the 
lawn and garden, or with hospitality. 
Give us a call or stop by. 


Thank you for your continued support of the Des Moines Catholic Worker. For more information contact: 
1310 7th St. Des Moines, IA, or 515-243-0765. We’re online at www.no-nukes.org/dmcw/ 


